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PARSHAT KEDOSHIM: By Barbara Mendes

A US-born scribe and 
community artist is 
bringing together 
Jewish women artists 
from many countries 
to do a visual 
interpretation of 
each weekly portion 
of the Torah, creating 
a tour de force that 
will tour worldwide

Judith Sudilovsky

APROFOUNDLY  HUMAN POR-
trait of Moses, a photographic 
collage rendition of the Twin 
Towers, an oil painting of a 
lamb just moments before it 

Hindu tradition are all part of a project aimed 

interpretation of Jewish sacred text.
-

tor and Torah scribe Shoshana Gugenheim, a 

ok
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-

of the Book” will, at its completion, bring 
together the work of 54 accomplished 

-

Based on the form and content of 
a traditional Torah, the scroll is be-
ing fashioned on 54 parchment pan-

-
tions – with each artist creating her 

Torah portion. 

-

Jewish sacred texts, notes Gugenheim, 

Shemesh area, west of Jerusalem.

-
ing passages or contexts that were hard, 

-

struggle was to turn to the interpretations 

-
heim, 43, sipping tea in the kitchen of her 

home, which she shares with her husband 

handful of trained women scribes work-
-

from the accepted male interpretations, 

passages of the text in terms of how it 
relates to women. Gugenheim expects to 

-

child due at the end of March.

Women’s voices
Though not intended as a statement on the 
recent religious tensions with the ultra-

will be shown in museums and galleries 
around the world, plans include podcasts 

-
tion prints, an art book, cultural program-
ming and a curriculum, all of which could 

for cultural institutions, centers for Jew-

The artists accepted into the proj-
ect were asked to select the portion to 
which she felt most connected. So far 45 

women, hailing from Europe, the Middle 
East, North and South America and Asia, 

-
ing oil paintings, etchings, textile work, 
traditional Jewish paper cutting and an an-
cient technique called metalpoint, which 
uses precious metals to create intricate 
drawings.

-
genheim, who is working on the project 
with collaborator Judith Margolis, the art 

historian Ronit Steinberg.
-

ed Jewish women artists who responded to 

being Jewish and being a woman through 

This connection is so fascinating and a 

Gugenheim, who describes herself as a 

wrestling with all kinds of issues.”

Grappling with Judaism
One applicant from Sweden, the child 

Let’s get the voice of 
Jewish women out there 
in a completely different 

and fresh way

SHOSHANA GUGENHEIM: Torah scribe and initiator of the ‘Women of the Book’ project
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to the rabbi there. She did and for her it 
has been a magical experience. This is the 

-

Some women, like New York artist Sher-
-

working on landscapes for her portion, 

parchment was a bold metalpoint drawing 

PERSONAL INTERPRETATIONS: Vayeshev 
by Lisa Rauchwerger (right) and Netzavim 
by Cheselyn Amato (below)
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genre just because she was dealing with sa-

-

to the midrashim – traditional rabbinical 
interpretations – to look at other interpre-
tations of the text, and then from there to 

traditional Jewish learning.

-

-

has been a lot more room for female in-
terpretation of Jewish religious text, it has 

-
heim. 

-

I am a visual artist and 
I wanted to see what 

would happen if I invited 
other Jewish women 
to imagine the text 

in a visual way

WOMEN'S VIEW: Noah by Vered Galor (top) and Ki Tavo by Lilianne Milgrom (above)


